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SENATE BILL NO. 44

AN ACT TO CLASSIFY VEHICULAR HOMICIDE AS A CRIME OF VIOLENCE.

A p r i son / j a i l  popu la t ion  cos t  e s t ima te  s t a t emen t  has  been  r eques t ed  on  SB44
because  i t  adds  veh icu l a r  homic ide  t o  t he  l i s t  o f  v io l en t  c r imes ,  wh ich  changes
the  amoun t  o f  t ime  a  de fendan t  sen tenced  under  §  22 -1 6 - 4 1  mus t  se rve  be fo re
becoming e l ig ib l e  fo r  pa ro l e .

There  were  41  a r re s t s  fo r  veh icu la r  homic ide  f rom J anuary 1 ,  2010  to  December
31 ,  2015 ,  w i th  24  r e su l t i ng  in  conv ic t ions .  Of  those  conv ic t ions ,  t h e  ave rage
s e n t e nce  in  the  s t a t e  pen i t en t i a ry was  4 ,095  days ,  o r  11 .22  yea r s .  Under  t h e
cur ren t  pa ro l e  s t ruc tu re ,  a  de fendan t  wou ld  be  e l i g ib l e  fo r  pa ro l e  a f t e r  se rv ing
30% of  t he  sen t ence ,  o r  a roun d  3 . 3 6  yea r s .  Under  t he  new c l as s i f i ca t i on ,  a
de fendan t  wou l d  h a v e  t o  se rve  50% of  t he  sen t ence ,  o r  5 .6  yea r s ,  be fo re
becoming e l ig ib l e  fo r  pa ro l e .  

Us ing  p r io r  ave rage  conv ic t ions ,  we  wi l l  a s sume  four  conv ic t ions  fo r  veh icu la r
homic ide  pe r  yea r.  Wi th  an  ave rage  sen tence  o f  11 .22  yea r s  pe r  de fendan t ,  each
defendan t  sen tenced  pe r  yea r  wou ld  cos t  $224 ,446  i f  t hey were  i nca rce ra t ed  fo r
the i r  en t i r e  s en t en ce .  D u e  to  t he  na tu re  o f  pa ro l e ,  i t  i s  imposs ib l e  t o  ca l cu l a t e
ex ac t ly how long  an  inmate  wi l l  remain  incarce ra t ed  fo r  pu rposes  o f  t h i s  impac t .
There fo re ,  t he  LRC wi l l  work  under  t he  as sumpt ion  tha t  eve ry de fendan t  w i l l  be
re l eased  on  pa ro l e  a t  t he  f i r s t  ava i l ab l e  t ime  to  es t ab l i sh  a  min imum d i ffe rence
in  t i m e  se rved .  Assuming th i s ,  under  t he  cu r ren t  s t ruc tu re  i nmates  wou ld  be
re l eased  a f t e r  3 .37  yea r s ,  cos t ing  $67 ,361  fo r  the i r  en t i r e  sen tence .  Under  the
new c la s s i f i ca t ion ,  t he  inmates  wou ld  se rve  a t  l ea s t  5 .61yea r s  o f  the i r  s en tence
befo re  be i n g  re l eased  on  pa ro l e ,  a t  a  cos t  o f  $112 ,251  fo r  t he  en t i r e  sen t ence .
Inmates  under  the  new s t ruc tu re  wi l l  s e rve  on  ave rage  a t  l eas t  819  more  days  o f
t h e i r  s e n t ence  be fo re  becoming e l i g ib l e  fo r  pa ro le ,  a t  a  cos t  o f  $44 ,889  above
the  p r io r  c l a s s i f i ca t ion .  There fo re ,  t he  e s t ima ted  p r i son  impac t  i s  an  add i t iona l
$44 ,889  pe r  inmate  sen tenced  to  veh icu la r  homic ide .  

Because  eve ry inmate  wi l l  s e rve  a t  l eas t  3 .37  yea r s  r egard le s s  o f  t he  change  in
the  l aw,  t he  f i nanc i a l  impac t  wi l l  no t  man i fes t  un t i l  fou r  yea r s  a f t e r  t he  l aw i s
enac t ed .   Af t e r  t ha t ,  t he re  w i l l  be  a  con t inuous  inc rease  fo r  t h ree  yea r s ,  be fo re
l eve l ing  a f t e r  t he  s ix th  yea r.   There fo re ,  t he  es t ima ted  p r i son  impac t  wou ld
phase  in  as  fo l lows :



Y e a r A n n u a l
C o n v i c t i o n s

A d d i t i o n a l
C o s t

1 4 $ 0 . 0 0
2 4 $ 0 . 0 0
3 4 $ 0 . 0 0
4 4 $ 5 0 , 6 4 4 . 4 6
5 4 $ 1 3 0 , 6 6 7 . 0 6
6 4 $ 1 7 9 , 5 5 7 . 5 9
7 4 $ 1 7 9 , 5 5 7 . 5 9
8 4 $ 1 7 9 , 5 5 7 . 5 9
9 4 $ 1 7 9 , 5 5 7 . 5 9

1 0 4 $ 1 7 9 , 5 5 7 . 5 9
1 0 - Y e a r  To t a l

C o s t :    
$ 1 , 0 7 9 , 0 9 9 . 4 8

A p p r o v e d : / S / J a s o n  H a n c o c k D a t e : 1 / 2 7 / 1 6
D i r e c t o r ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l

2016-296A


